The usefulness of combined axial and coronal computed tomography for the evaluation of metastatic supraclavicular lymph nodes.
The purpose is to assess the value of adding coronal images for the identification of metastatic supraclavicular lymph nodes (LNs). Two radiologists reviewed axial images and combined axial and coronal images using thoracic computed tomography (CT) of 386 patients whose maximum standardized uptake value measured in a supraclavicular LN was ≥2.0 on a positron emission tomography. We compared sensitivity and agreement between readers before and after the addition of coronal images. For combined images, agreement was almost perfect (κ=0.982), and sensitivity was significantly higher (90.4%, P<.001). Interpreting both axial and coronal images improves the diagnostic accuracy for supraclavicular metastasis.